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THE BEST OF GOOD READING

the proper height, I viewed with delight my
eight little tubs, ranged in a line. I was sur-
prised to see that my wife did not partake our
eagerness; she sighed deeply as she looked at
them. "Never, never," cried she, "can I
venture to get into one of these."

"Do not decide so hastily, my dear," said I;
"my plan is not yet complete; and you will
see presently that it is more worthy of our confi-
dence than this shattered vessel, which cannot
move from its place."

I then sought for a long pliant plank, and
placed my eight tubs upon it, leaving a piece at
each end reaching beyond the tubs; which,
bent upward, would present an outline like the
keel of a vessel. We next nailed all the tubs to
the plank, and then the tubs to each other, as
they stood, side by side, to make them firmer,
and afterwards two other planks, of the same
length as the first, on each side of the tubs.
When all this was finished, we found we had
produced a kind of narrow boat, divided into
eight compartments, which I had no doubt
would be able to perform a short course in calm
water.

We had spent the day in laborious exertions;
it was already late; and as it would not have1
been possible to reach the land that evening, we
were obliged to pass a second night in the
wrecked vessel, which at every instant threat-
ened to fall to pieces.   We next refreshed our-
selves by a regular meal.  Being now in a more
tranquil and unapprehensive state of mind than
the day before, we all abandoned ourselves to
sleep; not, however, till I had used the pre-
caution of tying the swimming apparatus round
my three youngest boys and my wife, in case
the storm should again corne on.  I also advised
my wife to dress herself in the clothes of one
of the sailors, which were so much more con-
venient for swimming, or any other exertion
she might be compelled to engage in.   She con-
sented, but not without reluctance, and left
us to look for some that might best suit her
size.   In a quarter,of an hour she returned,
dressed in the clothes of a young man who had
served as volunteer on board the ship,   She
could not conceal the timid awkwardness, so
natural to her sex, in such a situation: but I
soon found means to reconcile her to the change,
by representing the many advantages it gave

her, till at length she joined in the merriment
her dress occasioned, and one and all crept into
our separate hammocks, where a delicious repose
prepared us for the renewal of our labors.
By break of day we were all awake and alert,
for hope as well as grief is unfriendly to length-
ened slumbers. When we had finished our morn-
ing prayer, I said, "We now, my best beloved,
with the assistance of Heaven, must enter upon
the work of our deliverance. The first thing
to be done, is to give to each poor animal on
board a hearty meal; we will then put food
enough before them for several days; we can-
not take them with us; but we will hope it may
be possible, if our voyage succeeds, to return
and fetch them. Are you now all ready? Bring
together whatever is absolutely necessary for
our wants. It is my wish that our first cargo
should consist of a barrel of gunpowder, three
fowling pieces, and three carbines, with as
much small-shot and lead, and as many bullets
as our boat will carry; two pairs of pocket
pistols, and one of large ones, not forgetting a
mould to cast balls in: each of the boys, and
their mother also, should have a bag to carry
game in; you will find plenty of these in the
cabins of the officers." We added a chest
containing cakes of portable soup, another full
of hard biscuits, an iron pot, a fishing-rod, a
chest of nails, and another of different utensils,
such as hammers, saws, pincers, hatchets,
augers, etc., and lastly, some sail-cloth to make
a tent. Indeed, the boys brought so many things
that we were obliged to reject some of them,
though I had already exchanged the worthless
ballast for articles of use.
When all was ready we stepped bravely each
into a tub. At the moment of our departure
the cocks and hens began to cluck, as if conscious
that we had deserted them, yet were willing to
bid us a sorrowful adieu. This suggested to
me the idea of taking two geese, ducks, fowls,
and pigeons with us; observing to my wife
that, if we could not find the means to feed
them, at least they would feed us,
We accordingly executed this plan. We put
ten hens and an old and a young cock into one
of the tubs, and covered it with planks; we set
the rest at liberty, in the hope that instinct
would direct them towards the land, the geese
and ducks by water, and the pigeons by the air.